THE | CONQUEST| OFI '!YYHUS

To, ;ulm wdnderj arygy  pf: War
-cine we') lq now add EDD';' thy
lotter Iep&dnmim.af. | albbrdiia
chlorc-diphehyl-trichiproethane,
killer | hich madk 1t gossibll fo
Army to save Naples froin the rays
of typhua Here e lbnvb an \the c
of & lag between i5c
applicatipn. b E a: tirstﬂ nth
in 187# by allyo 3‘@(’I enti O man
Zeidler, lof Btrasbourg. It b
nearly spventy y ars to am oV
remarkable properties as an m;ec cide,
and this after hundreds of | idifterent
compounds had beeh tried sgaindt the
typhua-cnrryidg louse.

DDT geenis| almost toa gopd fo be
true. It can |kill ithe Japanese beetle,
whi h ‘has thus far resisted all efforta
to control .it: ﬂxea (spray walls’with
DD’t‘ and no fly will go near xthe for
three monthg); fnoths of. the fruit
and‘ clothes |destroying variety, the
bol\\ weevil,® mbsqmtos, termites, fieas,
bugp of any kind Neapolitana ue‘ now
thrdwing DD‘I; at brides instea.d of! rice,
runﬁ the story. Maybe it is: because
nobody in Ialy la wasting taod;gheue
days; maybe it is because of gratxtude.
At any rate, it icoks bad foﬂ ngx‘icu -
tural pests as well'ax for il the inheezn
that carry digeash gern;s and 1nje
them ihto the blood of: amm&la,
men, If the tales of DDT mzraclea
borne out, there ought to‘ bée o excuse
for any insect-borne disease. A l,lquse-
fly ought to become a curiosity; poga
ought to lead flealess lives of bhas.

Though the msecticzdal properties of
DDT were dmcovered in Swft.zerland
in 1939, when the potate cropa ‘was
tb.rea.tened. with deatructxonx bi' the
Colorado beeﬂe, the "scientists of the'
Rocketellerj Foundatmn must be;¢red-
ited with! the miracle performed in
Naples a.nd described in the Science
Department of today's TIMES. With
Rockefelle aid the Army get up mass
delouamg statlons in Napies and treated
1,500,000 at'the rate of 50,000 a ;day.
DDT was sm'mkled n cldthea ‘nght on
the person and did its louse-re elling
even after. eight ' washinga. | i hus,
more dreaded than ‘bullets in any prmy.
is now simply unknown among. our gol-
diers and sailors.

We have not heard the end of this
story, by long odds, When the war is
over, much of Europe will habe to
be delouged and immunized :'againat
typhus. it is not hkely that the fﬁght—
ful rayages of typhus after. the last
war, when whole . cpmmunitxel ’were
decimated, will be repeated We| shall
atill kuwe, our regreu alout t,nef long
delay in ma.klng the mostiof DDT after
its fu-stfqyntheais It fxithe’ atory of
nulfamlamxde atl mfer| agadn-—-the story
of & chemlat who had isyntgheslzed iwhat
he thought wan only la dye but Which
‘turned out to be the Pirst advancu made
in chemétherapy since Ehrlich -discov-
ered 606. it there in any moral in this
it ig that hdlf & dozen qcientintj ork-
ing together aa s téam are mors 1hely
to make| thy utmost use of a neéw dis-
covery than ons prima donia’ of the
laboratory,




